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Chatting at the Zoo

This text is dedicated to the Lioness Pima, who lived in the Phoenix Zoo for 19 years. Pima was born on
December 1st, 1986 and passed away on August 26th, 2007.
Copyright 2008 Evamaria Ciolina

Orangutan “Duchess”

This manuscript is a record of my interviews with the animals of the Phoenix Zoo. I am able to
communicate well with animals through a telepathic connection existing between us.
You may think this gift of communication is my imagination, perhaps a joke or a fairy tale. Don’t judge
until you learn more about the experiences and adventures I have had during mental telepathy with my
animal friends.
You may not believe me, but I definitely have an ability to “talk” to animals and receive their unspoken
replies.
My story begins long ago. It was my grandmother who first taught me that animals and also plants are
living creatures, they have a soul, they also have feelings and thoughts of their own, but humans can
think and reason on a higher level. This was an exciting thought for me as a little girl. I followed
grandmother’s rule and always treated my pets and other animals with an awareness of her wisdom. I
even felt bad when throwing a discarded plant into the garbage. I have always felt a very strong
connection and love for animals of every kind.
Years ago my family adopted a Rottweiler puppy; he was adorable and I came to love him very much.
While growing up and learning his first commands it soon became apparent that he was performing
tasks not even mentioned, so I put him to the test. Could it be that he was learning so rapidly and could
anticipate what was coming next because there was unspoken dialog between us. For example, on one
occasion my family was sitting all together in the living room, and our dog was sound asleep on the floor
at my feet. Ordinarily we had set times for walks, and although this was not a walk time, in my mind an
idea to go for a walk gradually arose. No move, nor word was spoken, but my dog suddenly stood up,
looked at me, and wagged his tail, like he was saying “let’s go!” Happenings such as this were frequent
with identical results, causing me to ask myself, is it possible he is reading my thoughts and I am also
sensing his simultaneously?
Many, many years later I recalled these incidents and tried to experiment again. One time, with paper
and pencil handy, I concentrated on a rabbit sitting in my backyard; I talked to him in my mind for a
while and then it happened – almost unbelievable - the rabbit glanced around as though he were
listening to something. Then he saw me, looked directly my way and sent me his thoughts. This was
incredible! I always believed this telepathy must work somehow, and hoped it would happen one day,
but now as we communicated it was a totally overwhelming experience. The next step was to try to
recall my feeling at the moment the rabbit and I sensed each others’ thoughts. It took a long time and
several failures before learning how it was done. Each time I tried to get in contact with an animal, I
realized the best way to communicate with them was by complete concentration. This ability to focus on
exchanging thoughts can best be described as using one’s antenna to transmit signals.
Soon it became clear that animals also have different personalities, some are very arrogant and their
reactions could be upsetting. When animals are busy they can be rude or not talk at all. Everything is
more important to them than talking to a human; there is food, grooming, friends, or a business walk
with the master which comes first.
It seemed a visit to the zoo to sharpen my ability to relate to animals was in order. These animals are
always available for visiting, when they are not hiding, of course. The first responses I got from them
sometimes were hostile, unfriendly, or accusing. Then it happened, I met Pima, the Lioness.
My first connection with Pima was in early summer 2007. Sitting in front of her habitat, with my paper
and pencil in hand, I thought of how beautiful she was. Resting under her favorite tree, she watched me
in a relaxed manner and her aura was kind and wise. She enabled me to feel comfortable in her

company and I tried to transfer my thoughts of her beauty and questions about her enjoyment of life.
Pima’s response came right away. Even though communicating with an animal, I still asked all kind of
questions, which she answered. One of her eyes was injured, and seemed to be blind. After promising
to come back very often to visit and chat with her, she conveyed, to my surprise, that she would be
happy to see me frequently, but that we could stay in contact regularly since the waves or the energy
that flowed between us also worked over distance. While imagining her in my mind or, even better, with
a picture of her we could be in contact at any time! This seemed amazing to me. After arriving home I
tried contacting her again – it worked! During September 2007, I had several enjoyable contacts with
Pima. At the end of September while visiting my animal friends at the zoo, I strolled around with a smile
on my face because it felt good and made me happy to be there. Arriving at the habitat of Pima it was
disappointing not to see her. There were two other beautiful lions in her place, but no sign of Pima.
Feeling lost and looking around for answers, I encountered a friendly caretaker, inquired about Pima and
was told she had passed away in August. Tears rolled down my cheeks in mourning for my special friend.
It took several days to adjust to the loss of Pima. What had happened? It was then I realized that contact
with Pima had been possible even after her death. This was proof for me that energy of the soul is still
there, even though the body leaves the earth. This conclusion made me very happy. Still able to chat
with Pima in spirit, much useful advice has been given. Pima is the animal who inspired me to continue
making contacts with other zoo inhabitants.

From Pima I learned that animals talk only if you are seeking information; that animals mostly
converse about food; they talk about relationships, not sex; in mating sessions they follow their
instincts, the propagation of their species, but they don’t experience romantic love. We should
not ask questions about their past because most animals don’t like to think or talk about such
matters. Their past brings up negative thoughts and memories. It was interesting to learn that
animals are all living in the “now”. Finally, do not ask where they originated; some of them have
still not adapted and still suffer from losing their liberty and natural way of life.
Pima told me that among animals there exists a connection, a way of communicating without words; I
understand now how this works. She would tell the other zoo denizens that I wanted to contact them
and learn ways that could help them be understood, perhaps even better their lives. Pima even
suggested some of the questions that I should ask.
My next visit to the zoo was very different. Upon entering the zoo in the morning with camera, paper,
and pencil in hand, I found the animals appeared to be waiting for me. Instead of hiding in the high
grass, behind the rocks or a tree, they seemed to be anticipating my arrival and watching for me. They
greeted me and thanked me for my book writing project. Some actually posed for a nice camera shot,
enabling me to take these wonderful pictures for my book. Animals of every variety were happy to
answer my questions and explain their situations. Most were quite honest about describing both good
and bad feelings. Not every species responded to every question, but answered only those queries that
were important to them.
My purpose in completing this project is to demonstrate that since animals are living, feeling creatures,
they would like to be treated as such. While visiting the zoo, realize animals are being viewed in their
private living quarters. Would you care to be disturbed by a visitor while taking a nap? Would you want
to be screamed at or poked while you are busy doing something important? Would you enjoy having
objects thrown at you to get your attention? Everyone who likes animals, adult or child, should come to
the zoo to visit animals as friends. People should acknowledge that animals are not merely exhibits, but
that they are interesting creatures living there, many having to adapt to a completely different way of

life. You might be surprised at how many animals you will find in the zoo if they are not afraid of you,
and do not need to hide from frightening or unwelcome provocations. They will sense your
understanding, and your visit will be welcome like that of a friend.
Different animal species and races have different characteristics, some have learned to adapt to the new
surroundings, and some will never completely adjust. There are many animals who could be helped by
improving their environment, while others are grateful for the help of their caregivers and have adapted
well.
What are animals thinking about humans? Their answers show that we should reflect more on the
relationship between humans and animals.
Every animal mentioned was asked the same questions. As an introduction to each species, some
general information was added at the beginning of each interview.
The questions were suggested by Pima, and reflect the main concerns of the zoo inhabitants.
These are the questions of the interview:
What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?
Do you have the right friends around you?
How do you like your food?
Are you healthy? Do you have any pain?
What do you think of humans?
Do you like living among humans? Why?
What do you like doing most?

Pima

The following is a message from Pima for the readers of this book.

I was very happy living at the Phoenix Zoo and I liked my companion Papago very much. It was an
enjoyable time and I had a pleasant life.
The purpose of these interviews is to help humans understand who zoo animals are and what we would
like. Some humans view us as just dumb animals and forget that we are living creatures who have
intelligence and feelings. We want to tell them that we appreciate their caring, but at times we would
prefer to be less restricted. Some of us suffer in these surroundings – others like it, and don’t want any
change. But many of us are grateful to be cared for. The need for privacy of some animals should also be
respected. The commercial aspect of the zoo should not be paramount.
When my friends reveal their feelings about their relationship to humans, it is up to YOU, with your own
mind and your intention as visitor or caregiver, to make the best out of it for both of us – for animals
and humans.
I would love to still be there and enjoy visitors behaving like visiting friends, rather than screaming, and
throwing objects in our habitat. We animals are willing to show you our species; we accept our situation
as destiny for a better relationship between all beings on earth. We would like to be respected as living,
feeling creatures.

African Lion
This is Sheik and his sister, Cookie.
Their ancestors came from Angola and Somalia, but they were not born there, nor even in a zoo. Both of
them were born in 1998 in a private home in Pennsylvania. When six months old they tried to escape
because they needed more space and they were relocated in the Pittsburgh Zoo. Unfortunately Sheik
could not tolerate the other male lion, so, as a result, many fights ensued. Today both, Sheik and Cookie,
are very grateful to the Phoenix Zoo for giving them a new home together.
What can be done to make your life better?
We don’t really know how life would be in our natural environment, but we feel good here. I am sitting
in the same place where Pima the lioness lived for many years. She was our friend, but she died in 2007.
How do you like your surroundings?Do you have the right friends around you?
I have space to relax and enjoy company of visitors, and, of course, having my sister Cookie near.
Sometimes it is too noisy with all the excited kids, but at night it is over and peaceful.
We appreciate our surroundings: there are trees, green areas, and water provided. Our neighbor is a
Cheetah, but my best friend is my sister Cookie.

How do you like your food?
We get enough meat and some vitamins, it is good.
Are you healthy? Do you have any pain?
We are both fine, no problems with health.
What do you think of humans?Do you like living among humans? Why?

I like humans. My first “mother” was a human; she raised me to be a proud lion, and she took
care of me as long as it was possible. When I grew too big for the private home, we had to
separate from each other. Parting was very painful, but now I am ready to live on my own.
I have one request for our visitors: please respect our animal habitats and do not scream, trying to scare
us. Parents should teach kids to behave and think like humans. Although we are animals, we are living
creatures and are affected by human behavior.
What do you like doing most?
Mostly I enjoy playing with my sister, then sleeping, relaxing, and watching visitors.

African Wild dog
This is Mwachia; he lives here with Zighe, Mwanjola and Mwakio. It was not too long ago that they came
to live here and therefore, they are not yet fully adjusted to their new home. Originally they came from
Africa, south of the Sahara Desert. Their relatives are coyotes, wolves, dingoes, and domestic dogs, but
they differ from them in some ways. African Wild dogs have four toes on their front feet instead of five,
their long legs give them speed and endurance, and with their large, rounded ears they have excellent
hearing. The white markings with pattern of splotches and splashes of black with different shades of
brown are unique to each individual dog. This is why they are also called African painted dog.

What can be done do to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?
This space seems too small for us, there is not enough green, and we would like more water. We know,
though, we will adapt to our new habitat, because we are here to stay.
Do you have the right friends around you?

We are very social animals and live in packs. When we hunted in the wild we worked as a group
to catch the prey. This confused the prey and helped us to be more successful. We are very lucky
that we four are together since we are a family and can help each other.

How do you like your food?
At the zoo we learned to like a different kind of food than in the wild, but it is good food and we are
happy.
Are you healthy? Do you have any pain?

We are all fine.
What do you think of humans?
Do you like living among humans? Why?
I have to answer both yes and no. We don’t like being trapped and brought to a zoo. Other humans,
however, care for us now; they feed us, look after us, and treat us well. Then some, but not all humans,
are visitors who are so very loud, hysterical, nervous, and don’t seem to care about either other humans
or us. They only want to see us perform. We don’t care for them.
From other animals we have heard that after a while we will like our new life and forget about our
former lives.
What do you like doing most?
We like to jump around and play fighting with each other.

Aldabra Tortoise
Her ancestors arrived from the Aldabra Atoll in the Indian Ocean. This Tortoise is a bit smaller than the
Galapagos Tortoise, their life span is believed to surpass 100 years, and it is said that they are the
longest-lived of all animals. In the wild they have limited standing water so they rely on metabolic water
and water in the food. They dig burrows to stay cool and seek shade areas during hot weather.
What can be done to make your life better?How do you like your surroundings?
I feel good in the zoo: There is a lot of sand, some water, and rocks; all I need is here. I am a fairly lazy
animal so my needs are few.
What do you think of humans?
Do you like living among humans? Why?

What do I think about humans? People usually just stare at me and the kids scream a lot. There
are pleasant humans who are our caretakers. We like them. They give us food, provide a secure
place to live, and see to our needs. Why shouldn’t we like it here at the zoo??
What do you like doing most?
My favorite occupation is lying in the sun.

Baboon
Baboons’ original habitat is the savanna, open woodland, and hills across the wild of Africa. This family,
however, all grew up in the zoo, and have never known any other way of life.

What can be done to make your life better?

I am the great chief of my family; my job is to care of all of them. I represent authority. You can
recognize me by my larger size and by my large pink butt. We take each day as it comes and
enjoy life.

How do you like your surroundings?

Our surroundings are great, we have rocks, trees to climb, holes in which we can hide or rest, and
we have several hiding places from visitors when we need our privacy.
Do you have the right friends around you?

I am very busy overseeing my great family. Since I am the head, I don’t have many friends. If
another of my species is becoming “friendly” he is my potential rival and covets my position.
However, I am not yet ready to step down. We are all related; there are many friendships existing
between our mates and the young ones.
How do you like your food?

Our food is plentiful and good. We eat nearly everything because we are omnivores. When food
is served I have the first bit, because I am the boss.
Are you healthy? Do you have any pain?

I am fairly healthy, but growing older and at times I feel slight pain in my joints. Perhaps I
should be more active, but as a leader, I cannot join the others at play, I would lose my status as
an authority figure.
What do you think of humans?
Do you like living among humans? Why?

I like humans, we are distantly related to them; they provide us space to live, as well feed and
care for us. Visitors can be tiresome; some are noisy and hectic. Sometimes to please them I
walk around or I groom one of my females. When the small kids are involved, then I lose their
attention; I don’t like it.
What do you like doing most?
I enjoy it when my fellow baboons surround me and listen to my orders; then I feel respected and
satisfied.

Bald Eagle
The founding fathers of the United States were looking for a bird to symbolize a nation that they hoped
would be strong and powerful, a bird that could soar high in the sky to represent freedom. They chose –
the Bald Eagle! Eagles live in Canada, the United States and northwest Mexico.
This eagle is not actually “bald”, his head is covered with short white feathers. The term “bald” might
come from the old English word “balde” that meant white.
The favorite food of eagles is fish, which explains why in part they are found near bodies of water. They
can see four to seven times better than a human which is what means to have “eagle eyes”. However,
unlike people, eagles can’t move their eyes from side to side. To look around he has to turn his whole
head. Eagles can reach a speed of up to 200 miles per hour when diving through the air to grab a meal.
Bald Eagles have no natural enemies. If their population drops often it is due to humans who have done
something to harm wild habitat.
What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?

I am the “King of the Birds” I know I am the largestt and the most beautiful and intelligent of
birds. I don’t like my surroundings in the zoo because I have to share a small space with other
birds, who are really not worthy to live with me.

Do you have the right friends around you?

As King I do not have many friends either.
How do you like your food?

Fish or meat is brought for me every day, but I would prefer catching my own fresh fish.
What do you think of humans?
Do you like living among humans? Why?

Humans? They think they are great because they captured and brought me here. They are wrong.
They have no clue. They don’t know about my wisdom. I cannot adapt to living in captivity. Let
me go! They cut my wings to limit my freedom.
What do you most like doing?
I am unhappy. My dream is to fly in the sky in freedom!

Bamboo Shark

Having arrived from the Indo-Pacific region, the Bamboo Shark is the smallest of all shark species. They
get along very well with other fish as long as the others are large enough not to be considered as food.
Stingrays are friends.
What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?

I feel satisfied here; the water is perfect for us as we enjoy the pool. There are too many young
rays now that attract lots of children. The kids fool around all day long making it difficult to find
a quiet place for a rest.
Do you have the right friends around you?

We are part of a group of sharks and everyone gets along fine. If someone is having problems,
the caretaker help arrives.
How do you like your food?
Our food is good and plentiful.
What do you think of humans?
Do you like living among humans? Why?
The humans are very interested in us. The zoo workers know how to make us happy. I think I like living
here; it is very comfortable. We don’t have to hunt for food anymore.
What do you like doing most?
My favorite occupation is swimming when the rays are sleeping.

Bear
People are most interested seeing the cubs, because they are so playful. Adult bears often have a
fearsome reputation; however, each bear is different and usually won’t attack humans unless he feels
trapped. Bears spend four to six months a year curled deep in sleep in a den hibernating. During this
period the bear’s body temperature does not drop drastically but the heart rate slows down, and they
do not urinate or defecate until they waken. This condition helps them to stay alive for long periods of
time when there is little or no food available to them.

What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?
Since I am living in the Phoenix Zoo I stay active year round. Sometimes it is not easy to find us, because
when the zoo is crowded with visitors we try to hide and sleep.
We have adapted to this life, although it is nothing like the natural habitat of our ancestors. There is
space to roam and play, we have each other for company, and good food is provided.
Do you have the right friends around you?
Are you healthy?

All three of us are friends and it appears we are all healthy.
What do you think of humans?
Do you like living among humans? Why?

Humans are okay. The zoo attendants care for us and try to make our lives acceptable. Being
among them is easy and comfortable if you conform to their rules.
What do you like doing most?

What we like most is playing and sleeping – and, of course, food!

Black Swan
A swan should be white, is that not correct? It would seem, therefore, that a black swan would be
nonexistent, but here he is! The first black swan was discovered in Australia in the 17th century.

What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?

I love my white relatives, but I am proud to be different. I know I am beautiful.
Here in the zoo I exist in paradise, I love it. Everything I need is provided for me.
Do you have the right friends around you?
I enjoy the water, the plants, the rocks, and many friends.
How do you like your food?
Are you healthy?

As you can see by my feathers I am quite healthy and my food is both nutritious and plentiful.
What do you think of humans?
Do you like living among humans? Why?

Humans are pleasant. Visitors admire me, and the zoo workers care for and feed me. What more
can I ask? Living among people gives me the security from predators, provides me support
through all my life.
What do you like doing most?
My favorite activity is swimming around and being admired by visitors.

Bobcat
Bobcats are considered to be part of the small cat grouping, but they are much larger than your average
housecat. There are also other differences: they have hair tufts on the ends of the ears, also a mane of
longer hair around the face and neck, and finally their back legs are longer than the front legs. While
hunting in the wild they do not chase their prey, but hide behind a tree stump or rock until a potential
meal walks by.

What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?
I can’t get used to this place, and I want out of here! I need more space. I want to hunt, not eat the food
brought to me. I need excitement, danger, and new challenges to be happy.
My area is too small, not enough here to climb, not enough privacy. I am depressed.
Do you have the right friends around you?

I have nobody, but that is fine because I am a loner.
How do you like your food?
I eat the food they bring, but I would prefer to hunt my own food.

Are you healthy? Do you have any pain?
I am depressed and my muscles are shrinking; I feel myself growing weak.
What do you think of humans?
Humans? They are not important to me. If my captors would let me live free, they wouldn’t have to care
for me.
Do you like living among humans? Why?

Living among humans could be fine, just not in a cage. If I were free among humans I could find
all kind of prey – rabbits, quails, or other food.
What do you like doing most?
My wish is to be free – anywhere!

Camel

Three of them live here in the zoo and they are all good friends.
Here are some facts about their species. Camels have been domesticated more than 3,000 years, and to
this day, humans depend on them for transport across arid environments. They can easily carry an extra
200 pounds while walking 20 miles a day in harsh desert. Camels can endure long periods of time
without food or water. Probably their ancestors came from North Africa and the Middle East.
About 90 percent of all camels have one hump and they are called dromedary camels. Other camels
have two humps; these are known as the Bactrian camels. You may ask, “What is in these humps?” The
humps store fat, not liquid, and the fat becomes an energy source. The size of the hump can change,
depending on how much food they eat. When there is no food available, their bodies use this stored fat.
Camels can live one week without water and go several months without food. They can lose 40 percent
of their body weight, but when this happens they can also drink up to 32 gallons of water at one session.
It is said that camels often spit. It is not actually spitting they do, it is more like throwing up. The
contents of their stomachs are brought up and projected. This custom is used to surprise, distract, or
bother whatever they feel is threatening.
What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?
Do you have the right friends around you?

I am content with my life in the zoo. I have friends, a purpose, a job, and I am healthy. We three
camels share our job and we are good friends. As I am providing rides for kids, I pass many
different animals, I see them all walking around, and I can communicate with them. After our
work is done we have our own space. I am happy.
How do you like your food?

Our food is tasty; they give us what we like.
What do you think of humans?

What I think about humans? Interacting with humans has given my life a purpose. People treat
me well. Kids usually stop screaming while they are riding on me.
Do you like living among humans? Why?
Life is beautiful! Yes, I like living among humans, I like being hugged and caressed, and they always have
a hidden treat for me.
What do you like doing most?
If I would have one free wish, then I would like to be free to run through the zoo after closing.

Capybara
The Capybara is the largest rodent in the world. He is big and strong and can move freely in a river,
remaining underwater for as long as five minutes.
These rodents came from middle and South America and can be found near dense vegetation
surrounding lakes, rivers, swamps, marshes, and ponds. They eat mostly herbs and aquatic plants.

What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?

Here at the zoo they have made me a great playground with water, trees, and a lot of space to
rest.
Do you have the right friends around you?
Normally we are known to be very social animals, but there are only a few capybaras known to live in a
zoo. Perhaps it would be nice to have a friend or to build a family. Thinking about it, I do miss having
friends.

How do you like your food?

I have no complaints about my food here.
What do you think of humans?
Do you like living among humans? Why?
Humans care for me and I have to be grateful. My life is easy, I am lazy, and I like it. I always know what
the next day brings. So my answer is YES, I like to live among humans.
What do you like doing most?

I love working in the water and, of course, resting.

Chacoan Peccary
Originally peccary come from the hottest and driest regions of South America, the Alto Chaco in
Paraguay. These animals are the largest of the three peccary species. Their hair is coarse gray to graybrown and they have very long snouts. On the tip of their nose is a large callous handy to push cactus
leaves and break off large cactus spines. Peccary sleep at night and tend to be most active in the early
morning hours. They flee when they are threatened, raising the long hairs on their backs and spraying
secretions from a gland also on their backs. This species live in small groups and stay together even
when attacked.

What can be done to make your life better?
How our lives be made better? No idea.
How do you like your surroundings?
Our surroundings are good, satisfactory. No complaints.
Do you have the right friends around you?
We are a big family, most of the time we agree with each other.
How do you like your food?
Are you healthy? Do you have any pain?
I think we are healthy.
What do you think of humans?
Do you like living among humans? Why?

Humans? We are indifferent to them. People look at us all the time with curiosity. Our caretakers
bring us food, so we are glad to see them.
What do you like doing most?
What we enjoy most is finding a mud wallow or dusty area to cool off, we are “pigs”.

Chain Catshark

The chain sharks have a small, slender body that is boldly marked with a pattern of distinct black lines on
a pale brown background and their length can reach a maximum size of 48cm. Their beautiful bright
emerald green cat-like eyes are another distinctive feature.
Chain catsharks are found in the western Atlantic from southern New England to Florida in the USA and
in the northern Gulf of Mexico to Nicaragua. Their habitat is typically the outer continental shelf and
upper slope where they live on rough, rocky bottoms in depths ranging from 75-550m.
What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?
The zoo is a pleasant environment. Everything I need is here and I have no complaints.

Do you have the right friends around you?

I have one friend which is all I need.
What do you think of humans?
Do you like living among humans? Why?

Humans are necessary because they care for us, and provide all I need to be happy. I even enjoy
visitors coming to watch me. Some visitors appear to be scared because I am a shark and they
view me with respect.
What do you like doing most?
I enjoy showing people how dangerous I can be.

Cheetah
Two cheetahs are living in the Phoenix Zoo, Yuma and Rachel.
Their ancestors came from Africa where there are grasslands and open plains for them to run. Cheetahs
are one of the fastest runners of all animals, running up to 70 miles per hour in the wild, where this
ability is necessary to hunt for prey.

What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?

Our surroundings are adequate; we have lot of grass and trees to provide shade to rest. There is
plenty of space where we can hide from the visitors. At times we need more privacy.
Do you have the right friends around you?

We are usually solitary and peaceable animals, but my brother and I get along very well.
How do you like your food?

You get accustomed to being fed on a regular basis. At times I would love to have more to eat,
but I would probably get too heavy, and this would not be good for my health.
Are you healthy?

Yes, notice my shiny fur. Each day we have to groom ourselves so our coats stay shiny.
I am not in top physical condition. I would prefer living in the wilderness, but that was not a
matter of choice. Now I wouldn’t be able to adapt to living in the wild.
What do you think of humans?
Do you like living among humans? Why?
We are indifferent to humans; I accept them when they bring food. Sometimes I even allow them to pet
me.
What do you like doing most?
Mostly I just sit around and watch people watching me.

Coati
The Coati originates from the woodlands and desert grasslands of Arizona and Mexico and also from the
forests of Central America, where they can live in both high- and low-altitude areas. They are related to
the raccoon, which is active at night; but coatis are most active during the day. You can recognize them
by their white noses. The long snout is well adapted for sniffing out insects. This species climbs very
well. Notice the long tail, which is longer than the head and body combined, which helps them to
balance. Their ankles can rotate 180 degrees enabling them to descend trees headfirst.
What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?
I love my place at the zoo and I am happy. There is a hollow tree for sleeping, plenty of trees to climb,
and I can hide anywhere whenever I want.
Do you have the right friends around you?
How do you like your food?
Are you healthy?
I have one friend living here with me. We enjoy the food and we both are in good health.
What do you think of humans?
The caretakers are pleasant. Visitors do not stay a long time at my place, and I usually prefer to hide
whenever they are here.

Do you like living among humans? Why?

I can’t imagine living really “among” humans. I have my space, they have theirs. I do hate the
ones who brought me here; I would much prefer living in the wild. Now I must rely on the care
of humans who feed me and take care of my needs.
What do you like doing most?
My favorite occupation is climbing in the trees and taking a nap.

Cotton-top Tamarin

Ancestors of the Tamarin came from Columbia. Their natural habitat is the forest; they are found in
trees and also on the ground foraging among leaf litter. They sleep in groups while one of them stays
awake to check for predators. Cotton-top Tamarins prefer to travel and forage throughout the day,
taking long resting periods from time to time. Soon after dawn they become active. Their food consists
of insects, plant exudates, also reptiles and amphibians.

What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?

I am trying to adapt to my space in the zoo, but it is too small and I don’t like the “cage”. I am
longing to be free and to forage for my own food.
Do you have the right friends around you?
In this environment I don’t need friends.
How do you like your food?
My food is adequate, but I miss being able to forage on my own.
What do you think of humans?

They do with us what they want, and don’t give any consideration to our needs or intelligence.
Do you like living among humans? Why?
I learned to tolerate them, but even their pets have a better life than we do.
What do you like doing most?

I love to climb trees, to run, bound, or gallop along branches as well as cling and leap between
trees on thin or small boughs.

Coyote
The coyote is a member of the dog family. In size and shape he is similar to a medium-size collie, but his
tail is round and bushy and is carried straight out below the level of his back. At night they often make
blood curdling howls and emit a series of short, high-pitched yips. These howls are used to keep in touch
with other coyotes in the area.
Hearing of the coyotes is extremely acute and is important for detecting prey and/or avoiding danger.
Movement and position of the ears is utilized to communicate mood and rank.
Their highly developed sense of smell helps them to detect prey and carrion.
Coyotes inhabit all life zones of the desert southwest from valleys to high mountains. Most of the time
they avoid humans, but they learned food is available where humans live, so they take advantage of
that. Sometimes a hungry coyote will eat a cat or a small dog, so keep an eye on your small pets!
What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?

My place here is satisfactory but much too small. In the wild I travel several miles a day, here I
have to walk in a circle to stay healthy.

Do you have the right friends around you?

I live here with a small pack. It’s okay.
How do you like your food?

Good nutrition is provided, but food is much better when you are free to catch it yourself.
What do you think of humans?
Do you like living among humans? Why?

Humans – I think they do wrong: they trap us and then thousands of them watch us. Our instincts
are to hide from humans. I don’t like living here, I long to return to the desert.
What do you like doing most?

My preferred occupation is hiding! Let me be free!

Electric Catfish

Don’t touch him!! He is indeed very special.
Electric catfish originated from Africa and the Nile River. They are active at night, beginning the hours
just after sunset; they live mostly alone, and are predatory creatures. They eat anything meaty and up to
half their own size. During the day they hide beneath rocks and vegetation, which is why the light in the
aquarium is kept fairly dark.
Adults can produce an electric shock of about 300-350 volts, and this voltage is used to paralyze their
prey or avoid attackers. Caretakers in the zoo could be severely injured if a mistake is made.
What can be done to make your life better?
You are asking how you can make my life better. I can tell you: Give me more to touch…
How do you like your surroundings?

My surroundings could be a little more entertaining.
Do you have the right friends around you?
Yes, of course I have friends; I am not alone here.
How do you like your food?
Are you healthy?
My food is excellent, so is my health.
What do you think of humans?
Zoo humans are my support; they feed and care for me. I would love to touch the visitors who stare at
me all day long, I think some are scared just looking at me and this is amusing. It is so funny. Normally I
am very handsome but with my nature you have to appear frightening.
Do you like living among humans? Why?

I think it is fun to live among humans.
What do you like doing most?

My favorite occupation is scaring visitors and watching them.

Elephants
Three elephants are living in the Phoenix Zoo, Sheena, Indu, and Reba. As you can see by their small ears
these are Asian Elephants. Their relatives who originated from Africa have much larger ears. When living
in the wild, these elephants consume all types of vegetation for food, from grass and fruit to leaves and
bark - about 220 to 440 pounds each day. In the zoo they are not very active and eat much less, only 125

pound of food each day, and drink approximately 30 gallons of water daily. Although their skin is rather
thick, up to one inch in some parts of his body, it is so sensitive that they can feel a fly landing on it. To
protect from sun and biting insects, they love to spray themselves with water, or roll in the mud or dust.
The trunk of these animals acts both, an upper lip and a nose. They use it to drink water, but the water
doesn’t go all the way up the trunk, as you might think. Water is sucked part way up the trunk, curled
toward their mouth, and then they tilt the head up and let the water pour in.
What can be done to make your life better?How do you like your surroundings?
I am Sheena. I never lived in the wild, so I think surroundings in the zoo are fine, lots of toys are
provided and our caretaker makes fun with us. A bigger pond for swimming would be better. The water
we have now is too small; and I like spraying myself with dirt.
Do you have the right friends around you?

I have one very good friend, Indu. Another elephant lives here, his name is Reba, he does not
like me and tries to attack me. He is kept inside when I am outside.
How do you like your food?
The food I am getting here is good and plentiful, I am happy with it.
What do you think of humans?
Do you like living among humans? Why?

I only know the person who cares for us and I like him. Sometimes I play around when visitors
are watching me, and they seem to enjoy it when I show them what I can do. Kids are especially
easily entertained.
What do you like doing most?
Playing! Playing with barrels, trunks, balls, with everything. And, of course, I’d enjoy bathing in a pond –
if I only could.

Reba was also asked the questions
What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?
I am Reba. The surroundings are right for me, except I would like a bigger pond. I learned to perform
many tricks and stunts. My caregiver is very ambitious to teach me more.
Do you have the right friends around you?
The other elephants here I don’t get along well and this is why you may not see all three of us together
in the habitat. I was the first elephant here and now I must share everything with the others.
How do you like your food?
What do you think of humans?
Do you like living among humans? Why?
Humans are acceptable when they are handling us with understanding and living among them is
satisfactory.
What do you like doing most?
Wallowing in the water and sprinkling my skin.

Flamingo

These birds are known for their bright pink color which comes from the food they eat: algae, diatoms
and small aquatic insects and crustaceans. Their food choice contains pigments like that of a carrot and
makes their feathers very beautiful. The extremely long legs of flamingos enable them to wade into
deeper water than other birds to look for food. Observe the manner in which they eat. Their bill is hold
upside down in the water. Then water and mud are sucked in at the front of the bill and pumped out
again at the sides, where they have briny plates called lamellae which act as tiny filters. These filters trap
the shrimp and other small water creatures which they then eat. Food is found by wading in shallow
water. For them standing on one leg is the most comfortable resting position.

What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?

We are fairly content with our surroundings here in the zoo, but we wish it were bigger, larger,
and wider. We grew too many from our species. In our small area, one can scarcely open their
wings without touching another. Also needed is more water space. The corner lot where we live
now is not very good for us because visitors come from all sides; one side would be enough. I
can tell you that it is quieter and more peaceful to live in natural surroundings, but the good part
is we have 100 percent security from predators here, and, of course, we don’t have to search for
food.
Do you have the right friends around you?

We are very social birds who like to live in groups of different sizes. We are all friends, one big
family, and support each other. The other birds flying around are also our friends, and our water
is shared with them.
How do you like your food?

Here in the zoo we get a special pellet diet that is made for flamingos. This food has all the
nutrients we need, and even contains a pigment that helps maintain our beautiful color. Due to
our eating habit there is some water near our food, enabling us to eat just like we would in the
wild. That food is both good and plentiful for all of us.
Are you healthy? Do you have any pain?

Most of us are healthy. The only complaint is that our wings have been shortened and we cannot
fly at all. But this does not hurt.
What do you think of humans?
Do you like living among humans? Why?

We are happy to live among humans, even though not all humans are the same. Some treat us
well, while others neglect us. Sometimes we would like more love or appreciation. I can
understand though, we are so numerous; it is difficult to give just one of us special treatment.
What do you like doing most?
Living together but with more space.

Galapagos Tortoise
“Galapago” is the Spanish word for tortoise. Their ancestors were found on the Islands of the Tortoises.
Although this tortoise weighs several hundred pounds, her shell is not solid as it appears. It is made up
of honeycomb structures that enclose small air chambers, making it possible for her to carry the weight
of the shell. Because the shell is also attached to her ribs, she cannot “walk out” of her shell. The lungs
of a tortoise are located on the top of the body, under the top dome of the shell, which is why she can
be in trouble if turned over – the weight of the body can crush the lungs. A tortoise is said to be very
slow, but you will be astonished at how “fast” she can go, 0.16 miles per hour! Humans walk at an
average speed of 2.8 miles per hour.

What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?

My surroundings in the zoo are perfect. I am very old and my life is happy. Everything I need is
provided: I have sand, water to swim, and rocks in which I can hide.

Do you have the right friends around you?

They are several tortoises nearby, but we are not much connected to each other. We like to live
solitary lives.
How do you like your food?

My food is good and served regularly.
What do you think of humans?
Do you like living among humans? Why?

Humans can be nice, but there are some visitors who scream and try to wake me up. It is very
comfortable here, people bring food, care for you, and they don’t harm you. Yes – I like it here.
What do you like doing most?
My favorite occupation is swimming in my pond or just resting.

Gazelle
Gazelles arrived from the Savannas and grasslands of Africa. They live in herds and prefer the plains,
grass, trees, and air in the wild.
What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?
Unfortunately we don’t have high grass at the zoo, we miss it. Since there is only sand here, it is difficult
to adjust.
Do you have the right friends around you?
Yes. We are a social family here at the zoo.
How do you like your food?

The food we are receiving here is sufficient and it tastes good.

What do you think of humans?
Do you like living among humans? Why?

We have accustomed ourselves to living with humans and have varied views about them:
Humans catch us in the wild, feed and care for us, protect and try to understand us. Visitors usually see
us with only their eyes, and not with their hearts. Humans do not recognize our intelligence.
What do you like doing most?

We enjoy visitors and being with the other animals that live here. We would like people to be
aware that we are living, breathing creatures, and, like you, we have feelings and needs that
should be acknowledged.

Gila Monster
His reputation is not favorable. Spitting venom, stinging with the tongue, and killing people with gusts of
poisonous breath are some of the many vile things of which he is accused. Here are some facts not

generally known about the Gila monster. The Gila monster lives in the desert, prefers rocky foothills,
and avoids open areas. It is true, that he is venomous; the venom is made by a row of glands in the
lower jaw. When he bites, small grooves in the teeth help the venom flow into his prey. His habit then is
to chew so the venom goes deeper. To do this he must hold his prey for several seconds. A Gila monster
does usually not attack humans, but he does defend himself, warning off any predator that frightens
him by opening his mouth very wide and hissing. Since the eyesight of the Gila monster is poor, he must
rely on his sense of taste and smell.

What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?
There are too many species at my place, and the rocks are much too small to hide us.
Do you have the right friends around you?

Some of the snakes are okay, but others are loners, and they say no one is their friend.
How do you like your food?
Are you healthy?

My food is good and I am content.
What do you think of humans?

Do you like living among humans? Why?

I understand that humans brought me here to show other humans what we look like and our
habits. I accept this as my destiny and I don’t hate them for that. I would be very grateful,
however, if they would recognize that I need some more privacy and provide it.
Yes, I like people to see how pretty my kind is and I am sad that they focus only on my dangerous
method of protection or securing food.
What do you like doing most?
I enjoy mostly sleeping and watching people.

Giraffe
Giraffes are the tallest land animals. Preferred meals for them are leaves and they can eat up to 75
pounds per day. They appear to be eating all day long, but they are not really eating, just merely
chewing cud. After leaves are swallowed the first time, a boll of leaves will travel all the way back up
through the throat and then into the mouth for additional grinding. These are the habits of ruminants. In
the wild their most dangerous predators are humans, otherwise, only lions and crocodiles hunt giraffes.
The crocodiles can get them only when they are bending over to drink from a lake or stream.

What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?
How do you like your food?

We have a comfortable area at the zoo. There are just a few of us here and we enjoy life. Our
location is perfect. We get enough and very good food, and have entertainment with the visitors
and other animals. We are happy.

Do you have the right friends around you?

We live as a family and other friends live with us here at the Savanna.
Are you healthy?

We are all strong and beautiful, aren’t we?
What do you think of humans?
Do you like living among humans? Why?

Most humans are understanding, they know what we like to do, to eat, and how we live.
Everything is made comfortable for us, so we enjoy staying with them.
What do you like doing most?

What we like most doing? We love eating, chatting with friends, and watching people. We don’t
like it when children are screaming, then we move to the back of our lot where it’s peaceful.

Golden Conure
In the wild, Golden Conures live in small groups or pairs. They love to play in forest trees tops, and flit
from tree to tree, using their beaks to help them climb. They are quite noisy with very shrill voices.
Conures are very curious and affectionate, but are easily bored. They love all kind of toys in addition to
plenty of time to play and cuddle to keep themselves amused.
What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?
Do you have the right friends around you?
How do you like your food?
I am proud of my bright yellow color. Have you noticed it?
Life is quite pleasant here at the zoo, adequate food, friends, and a secure area is provided.
Are you healthy?

I feel extraordinary strong and healthy and my voice is loud, as you can hear.
What do you think of humans?
Do you like living among humans? Why?
Humans are good to have around, they see to my care and, Yes, I am happy to live among them. I enjoy
their reactions when they realize I can learn and imitate their language.
What do you like doing most?

My favorite pastimes are singing and being admired by visitors.

Golden Lion Tamarin
Golden Lion Tamarins came from Brazil. They prefer primary lowland tropical forest from sea level to
3300 feet. At night they sleep in tangled vegetation above the forest floor or in a hole of a tree. Their
foods are fruits, gum, nectar, insects and small vertebrates. In captivity they can age to more than 28
years. In the wild they live in small families; once they become adults, they start their own families.
What can be done to make your life better?

As I must live in a zoo now, I would prefer to have more space, trees, and no lattice surrounding
my area.
How do you like your surroundings?

I don’t like this small cage, there is nothing to do, no challenges, and life is boring. To stay
healthy we just jump around.
Do you have the right friends around you?

There is a friend with me, who is okay, but sometimes I need privacy for myself. There is no area
to be alone.

How do you like your food?
Are you healthy?

Our food is satisfactory and I am healthy because I work to stay in shape.
What do you think of humans?
Do you like living among humans? Why?
Humans should give us more respect and acknowledge that we are beings with intelligence. What
difference does it make if I would not like to live among them? I have no choice.
What do you like doing most?
I always love to climb and jump around, but am limited.

Goose
This is Lucy The Goose.

What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?
Do you have the right friends around you?
Did you see the nice house I have? I love it, but I am lonely. A companion or friend would be nice to
share my house with. My surroundings make me happy, especially my home where I can rest.
What do you think of humans?
Do you like living among humans? Why?

I don’t like people when they stretch their hands to me to simulate feeding and I find nothing.
This is why I bite them. Kids make me nervous when they climb on the barrier, so I try to scare
them by chasing after them. However I am accustomed to living among humans and I can’t live
anywhere else.
What do you like doing most?
Eating and resting are my favorite activities.

Hawk

If you live in North or Central America in open and wooded areas, or edges of forests, then you know
hawks. High in the sky they fly in circles, watching for prey to pounce upon the ground. Hawks have
excellent vision, hence the term “eyes like a hawk”.
What can be done to make your life better?

I live in the zoo now, but my wings have been taken.
Return my wings!
How do you like your surroundings?

The surroundings here are different from what is natural for me, but I will adapt.
Do you have the right friends around you?

I have many friends; especially walking around with the caretaker girls I can visit the other zoo
animals.
How do you like your food?
Are you healthy?

My food is excellent; they serve mice, I enjoy that. My health is satisfactory.
What do you think of humans?

I must rely on them now that my wings have been removed. They treat me well.
Do you like living among humans? Why?

We have a different lifestyle, but we can adapt and live among humans. I think I accept it. I can
live with humans. They care for me and life is always interesting meeting visitors and other
animals.
What do you like doing most?
What I like doing most is still flying, but I am restricted.

Ibis – scarlet
Ibis are admired for their colorful plumage. The colors come from the rich source of pigments in the
algae and from the small crustaceans they eat. A distinctive, long, thin bill allows them to probe for food
in soft mud or under plants. The ibis are very useful in the wild to humans because they help rid gardens
and crops of insects and other small animals that are harmful to plants.
Their long legs and toes help them to be equally as comfortable whether walking, or flying, or perching
in trees.

What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?

What can you do to make my life better? Nothing. I have everything I need, life is never boring,
and I am always busy.
Do you have the right friends around you?

We are very social birds and usually live in flocks. There are friends for me in the zoo.
How do you like your food?
Are you healthy?

My health is perfect, and the food is what I like and plentiful.

What do you think of humans?
Do you like living among humans? Why?

Humans are funny, many come to admire me, and I like that. I am cared well for and my needs
are satisfied, so I can say that I enjoy living among them.
What do you like doing most?

What I like most is fishing, wading in water, and looking for food.

Iguana
The iguana family includes some of the largest lizards found in the Americas. Their whips like tails make
up about half of their length. Like most other reptiles they are cold-blooded, lay eggs, and have an
excellent ability to adapt to their environment. While some of them have colors that are vivid and
bright, others are rather dull. Iguanas can be found in a variety of habitats, and each of them blends
with their environment. Iguanas are herbivores which means their diet consists of fruits, flower buds,
and young leaves, although sometimes an occasional juicy mealworm or wax worm is enjoyed.

What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?

I like my area at the zoo, and don’t know what would be better. I am well taken care of.
Do you have the right friends around you?
Not many. My friends are too far away.
How do you like your food?
What do you think of humans?
Do you like living among humans? Why?

My caretakers bring me excellent food; some people are thoughtless when they throw objects at
me to see what I’ll do.
What do you like doing most?
I like it when visitors watch me, I can feel their eyes on my back, and I see them smile. They seem to
think I am a great looking iguana.

Javelina
Javelinas feel at home here in the Sonoran Desert.
They usually travel in a band and are most active early in the morning or evening when it is cooler.
When they feel endangered they fend off adversaries by squaring off, laying back their ears, and
clattering their canines. When fighting, they charge head on, bite, and occasionally lock jaws. Javelinas
prefer eating herbivorous foods, such as roots, bulbs, beans, nuts, grass and cacti. Their favorite foods
are agaves and prickly pears. Residents of Arizona can tell about visits from Javelinas!

What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?

I am the boss here, so I will answer your questions.
We would like some mud during the summer, and prickly pear for food would be a welcome treat. Our
space here is fine, we have rocks, sand, and trees, even a barrel, which suits our small family.
Do you have the right friends around you?
Our family all get along together.

How do you like your food?

We are fed in the morning, and the food is okay.
Are you healthy? Do you have any pain?

We are all very strong and healthy.
What do you think of humans?

We have learned to accept humans, because we rely on them. Other than that, we are not
interested in any connection.
Do you like living among humans? Why?

We like living among humans because they bring us food.
What do you like doing most?
We love to eat and sleep.

Macaw
Scarlet Macaws originated either in Mexico, or Central and South America. In their environment they
live in the rain forest, in forests along rivers, or in grasslands with trees. Macaws are members of the
parrot family. They live in pairs or family groups, which provide them protection from predators like
large snakes and birds of prey. Macaws are quite intelligent and curious birds that like to explore and
keep busy. They are very social and spend most of their time interacting with mates and family. Macaws
are even known to use tools, and like to play with interesting objects they have found. Taking baths and
playing in the water as they splash around, is a favorite activity. One indication of their intelligence is
their ability to imitate sounds and words they hear.
What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?

We love living in the zoo. There is shade, sun, trees with branches, and friends. Being admired
by visitors makes us happy. Our caretakers are excellent in providing our needs.
Do you have the right friends around you?

My mate is here and she is my best friend.
How do you like your food?
Are you healthy?
We are very healthy and are getting excellent food every day.
What do you think of humans?
Do you like living among humans? Why?

Yes, we like humans. They care for us and we can learn from them. Living among humans is
comfortable, everything we need is here and we are safe from predators.
What do you like doing most?
Our favorite occupations are chatting with each other, singing, and being admired by the visitors.

Madagascar Cockroach
These cockroaches originated in the moist forests of Madagascar. Like many other cockroach species,
they have no wings; instead, for their protection, they have a tough exoskeleton. Their full-grown length

is about 3 inches and their life span can reach up to 5 years. This roach is an amazing exotic and easy-tocare-for insect pet. As they grow quite rapidly, they are used as food items for reptiles, tarantulas, and
large centipedes. The Madagascar cockroach is not considered a pest species!
What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?
Do you have the right friends around you?

We are content at the zoo because our big family can stay together. The tree is our favorite
place.
What do you think of humans?
Do you like living among humans? Why?

Humans normally don’t like us, so they often make faces when watching us. They have a glass
bowl where they can look at us from inside and this makes them feel great and scary. This is
strange! We ignore them. We need humans, either here in the zoo or like our relatives who visit
their houses.
What do you like doing most?
We enjoy chatting and playing with family friends.

Mandrill
Their ancestors came from East Africa and they are related to the baboons.
What can be done to make your life better?

I am the leader of this happy family who live here, and I am responsible for everything because I
am their chief. We were born here, and we love the zoo. Our lives are enjoyable, everything we
want is provided.
How do you like your surroundings?

Our surroundings are just right. There are rocks, trees to climb, holes in which to hide and rest,
and we have water and some green.
How do you like your food?
Are you healthy? Do you have any pain?

Most of us are healthy. If we have a problem our caretaker will notice and take care of it.
What do you think of humans?

The big difference between humans and us is, they have a formal education and use many
techniques. Ours are the real undisturbed life. Our family life seems better than that of humans. I
watch the visitors and I can see a lot. Very small families with parents not in control of their
kids, and the kids not disciplined.
Do you like living among humans? Why?

We enjoy living among humans because they provide us food, shelter, care, and security, but we
prefer to live some distance from them, as we do now.
What do you like doing most?
My favorite occupations are resting, eating and contemplating my contented family.

Maned Wolf
In the wild these wolves inhabit open forest, savanna, and marshland. Their relatives live in central and
southeastern Brazil, in Paraguay, in eastern Bolivia, and northern Argentina.
When standing they are about three feet tall at the shoulder and they weigh approximately 50 pounds.
They have long legs, a reddish-brown coat and a mane along their back. Their ears are large, about 7
inches long, and they can rotate them to listen for prey animals in the grass. Their throat and the tip of
the tail are white, and their legs are dark. These wolves eat nearly everything available, small mammals,
insects, reptiles, birds, bird eggs, fruits, and vegetation.
What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?

The grass at my place is cool, even in summer, and one of my favorite surroundings, but I would
like more places to hide from visitors.
Do you have the right friends around you?

Yes, some good buddies are living with me.

How do you like your food?

Food at the zoo tastes good, but sometimes I would like more.
Are you healthy?
What do you think of humans?

The humans who help or care for me are good people. When visitors are too numerous, I hide to
avoid them.
Do you like living among humans? Why?

I have no choice and can barely remember another life, so yes – I like it, and am well provided
for.
What do you like doing most?
My favorite occupation will always be running around and hunting. Unfortunately this is not possible
here in the zoo.

Marabou Stork

Storks are found on all continents except Antarctica. They love wetlands, grasslands, tropical forest, and
savanna.
Nature gave them long legs which allow them to take long strides and wade into deep water or tall
grasses and reeds in search of food. With their long neck they stretch out to capture their prey. The
shape of the bill determines what they can eat, and their large, heavy, sharp-edged bill enables them to
tear meat off carcasses. Their unique bill is also a formidable weapon against other scavengers, including
hyenas and jackals.
What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?

I enjoy picking in the water for food and I would like more water here. I understand that they do
their best for me, and I’m happy.
Do you have the right friends around you?

It is a wonderful place and I have many friends. The Zebras and I get along well, together.
How do you like your food?
Are you healthy?
My food is quite satisfactory and I am healthy.
What do you think of humans?

Humans care for us. That makes life easy.
Do you like living among humans? Why?

I can’t remember any other way of life. Yes, I am happy living here.
What do you like doing most?
Walking in the water and searching for goodies.

Meerkat
Meerkats are made up of several family groups with one dominant male and one dominant female in
each group. They spend much of their time grooming and playing together to keep the family as a tight
unit.
These animals live in burrows, which have an average of 15 entrances and exit holes with tunnels and
chambers at several levels, some as deep as 6.5 feet. The deeper tunnels stay at a constant, comfortable
temperature. Their bodies are adapted to survive in a hot and dusty environment. Dark patches around
the eyes act to cut down any glare and help them to see into far away distances. Meerkat’s bodies are
built for digging and a special membrane cover their eyes to protect them while they are burrowing.
They also have unique ears that can close to keep out the sand while at work. Another feature of the
meerkat is four toes instead of five and their unusually claws which enable them to dig efficiently. In the
wild they hunt for insects, birds, eggs, lizards and even scorpions for food. Here in the zoo they receive a
carnivore diet of cat kibble, mealworms, crickets, and some amounts of produce.
What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?

On behalf of our group, I state that our place here is quite nice, with several trees, holes, sand
and rocks. Everything we like to play around, in is provided.

Do you have the right friends around you?

Our community is large and friendly – mostly. Sometimes there are differences, but this is a
natural occurrence in most families.
How do you like your food?

The food is what we like, but I think everybody would like more.
Are you healthy? Do you have any pain?
What do you think of humans?

Yes, in general humans treat us well and care for us. Visitors are another story; they often scream
at us and show little sensitivity for our feelings. At times they nearly jump over the fence in
order to get our attention.
Do you like living among humans? Why?

I like being cared of by humans, but I would not like to live among them, we like to move
quickly and they would interfere.
What do you like doing most?
What I like best is playing hide and seek with my friends, eating, and resting in a hollow tree.

Mexican Wolf
The Mexican Wolf belongs to the same family as the dog, but they are very different in many ways. The
dogs are your pets and have been bred to be gentle companions to humans. Wolves are still wild,
untamed animals and should be treated as such. Wolves are just animals trying to survive in the world
which means they hunt and eat smaller animals. Wolves often play with each other and usually live in
family groups called packs. Where they choose to live is usually far away from humans. Wolves are
cautious around people and avoid them whenever possible.
What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?

My surroundings in the zoo are okay, my den is even cozy. I am able to hide almost everywhere,
and I don’t like people staring at me.
Do you have the right friends around you?
How do you like your food?

My food is satisfactory, but I would like more variety.
What do you think of humans?
Do you like living among humans? Why?

I prefer living in the wild and hunting for myself, so I don’t like the humans who brought me
here.
What do you like doing most?
What I like most? My activities are limited here, so I hide from visitors.

Monkey Village
Monkeys can use their hands and feet for holding on to branches; some of the species can use their tails
also. They are very social animals and mostly live in large groups. When you see monkeys grooming
each other that means they are expressing affection and making peace with their friend. Although
grooming helps them keep their fur clean of dirt, dead skin, and parasites, it also helps to build and
maintain good social relationships. Grooming is a way of making up after fighting, or to make friends
with other group members.

What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?

I am the speaker of the village today. At the Phoenix Zoo we have our own habitat, our special
village, and we like it very much. Everything we need to make our lives happy is provided.
Do you have the right friends around you?

We are one big family and all of us are friends.
How do you like your food?

Very good and sufficient food is brought to us daily.
Are you healthy?
What do you think of humans?

Humans are okay, they see to our needs, and provided us the “Village”, and we are grateful for
that. Also they save us from predators. Most of us are healthy and happy to be here.

Do you like living among humans? Why?

Yes, we do, we enjoy living among humans. Most of us don’t know about the lives of our
ancestors. We depend on humans for everything.
What do you like doing most?

We most like playing, grooming each other, climbing in the trees, and making caprioles for
visitors.

Orangutan

The orangutan family’s origin is in Borneo. The first of them to come to the Phoenix Zoo was Duchess,
followed by Michael, who is recognized by his large cheek pads, which females find very attractive.
These pads have another purpose other than impressing females; when males are fighting they bite
each other on the cheek pads or ears until one of them gives up and run away. Also there is Bess,
daughter of Duchess, who is the mother of baby Kasih. The Orangutans are known to be relaxed
problem solvers. They prepare mentally before making decisions, thus you will seldom see them rushing
around or searching for something. They are intelligent, using their brains before they act. They learn
rapidly by just watching others.

What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?

We would like to have new toys at our place, our old toys are becoming boring. It would be nice
to do something useful because we have many capabilities. Rocks, trees, and some water are
furnished, but nothing interesting to occupy ourselves. Let us work on something, give us a
challenge! We are intelligent creatures and would like to use our brain – like you.
Do you have the right friends around you?

We are a happy family. I love that little guy, Kasih, and I play with him as much as I can.
How do you like your food?
Are you healthy?

All of us are healthy and the food is okay and plentiful. We should engage in more exercises or
be more active, because our muscles are becoming weak from inaction. We are often
daydreaming and need motivation to get started.
What do you think of humans?

Humans often underestimate our intelligence and this is wrong. They treat us like subordinates.
We have our brains which function well, we are strong, and we could perform many tasks to
work with humans, but they limit our range of activities. We animals have a spirit too. Our
feelings and needs are similar to humans. Our intelligence and capabilities should be recognized
and used.
Do you like living among humans? Why?

I don’t know if I like to live among humans, but it’s not a matter of choice. Of course we
appreciate that we are being cared for. We resent that humans took our ancestors from the
forests.
What do you like doing most?
I am old now, but my daughter Bess would love to do something special. She enjoys showing visitors
who she is and what she can do. Sometimes she putts on the green T-Shirt they gave us. It is fun for her
and visitors enjoy watching her.

Otter
Otters have webbed feet and can close off their ears and nose when they are underwater. They can stay
submerged for about five minutes because their heart rate slows so less oxygen is used. Otters are
heavy animals, and their weight reaches as much as 95 pounds. When not diving, they mostly float on
the surface of the water. Notice that when they emerge the water, their outer fur sticks together in wet
spikes, while underneath it still seems dry. This happens because they have two layers of fur, a dense
undercoat that traps air, and a top coat of long, waterproof guard hairs.

What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?
Thanks for visiting me! I am happy at the zoo. There are lots of holes, water, and everything I need to be
comfortable. More plants along the back would be an improvement. The red rock and my water pond is
especially pleasant.
Do you have the right friends around you?

I enjoy social activities so more companions to play with or to have a family would make me
happier.

How do you like your food?
Are you healthy?
My shiny fur, which I take care of every day, shows that I am getting good food. I am fed meat, carrots,
and either squid or trout. Sometimes there is a special treat, like crayfish, worms, potatoes, or yams.
What do you think of humans?
I cannot believe that humans spend so much time looking at us. Don’t they have anything else to do? I
keep busy all day long in my surroundings.
Do you like living among humans? Why?

I am happy at the zoo and appreciate what they are doing to make me comfortable.
What do you like doing most?
I love playing in water, diving and swimming are great fun.

Owl
The owl is a well adapted bird for night living. They have the most perfect night vision of any animal and
their hearing is equally acute. Owls can hear a mouse stepping on a twig from a distance of 75 feet.
Their sharp hearing happens because owls have two huge holes in their skulls for ears, together with
facial discs that channel sound into the ear opening. Owls also have unusual large eyes which lets them
make use of any available light at night. Since their eyes are so large, owls cannot roll them in any
direction, but have to move their entire head to follow movements of prey. Even though it appears they
can twist their heads completely around, they actually turn the head no more than 270 degrees in either
direction.
The flight of owls is silent. Other birds have stiff feathers that make a whooshing sound when they fly,
but feathers of the owl have soft edges that allow them to fly noiselessly.
What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?

My life in the zoo is satisfying because I make the best out of it and see the positive things. I
don’t have to hunt anymore because food is brought to me. My life couldn’t be better, what do
you think?
Do you have the right friends around you?

I am content at the zoo with all the different animals from all over the world who are my friends.
How do you like your food?

My caretakers know what I like and my favorite food is brought nearly every day.
What do you think of humans?
Do you like living among humans? Why?

Mostly I like humans. Some of them are extremely intelligent, and I don’t care for stupid people.
I enjoy the caretaker ladies who walk with us around; they have the right feeling for me. By
nature I am curious and wish to know and see everything. There are some happy but also many
sad or miserable humans coming to the zoo. I could help them if they know how to listen to me;
but no one cares. Yes, I like humans, I have learned to understand and recognize them.
What do you like doing most?
Watching people is my favorite occupation.

Desert Owl

What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?

I am a smaller Desert Owl.
Please give me a place where people cannot come so near to me, I long to be separated by a fence.
People enter my space and I cannot hide from them, which frightens me. So I perch on the highest
branch in one corner because one time they tried to catch me. I am scared.
Do you have the right friends around you?

I am content by myself and don’t need friends.
How do you like your food?
Are you healthy?
What do you think of humans?
Do you like living among humans? Why?

The only humans I like are those who bring me food and care for my place. I would prefer to live
in the desert and to be free.
What do you like doing most?
What I like most in the zoo is sleeping and hiding. Outside the zoo I’d like to hunt.

Piranha
Their relatives live in the Amazon River and other large, slow-moving rivers in South America.
Piranhas live in schools of about 20 and will take down a fish of any size and clean the flesh off
the bones within minutes. They are reputed to be ferocious because when hunting they don’t kill
their prey first, but just start eating the victim alive. Sometimes adults even eat their own babies.
Piranhas are known to be quite aggressive, and with their razor-sharp teeth they will eat anything
that shows up in the water.
What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?
How do you like your food?

My life changed drastically when I came to the Zoo. Our space could be a little bigger, but I am
fine. We enjoy many plants and good water.
Do you have the right friends around you?

I am not alone; my best friend lives with me.

Are you healthy? Do you have any pain?
What do you think of humans?

When you ask me about humans, I can’t tell you really because I don’t come “in touch” with
them. The caretaker who feeds us is friendly. The visitors watch us through the glass. Some seem
excited to see us, others appear bored. Parents mostly tell the kids that we are known to be
dangerous, but as long as they feed us, humans are okay. Humans should never put their hands in
the water because I bite everything.
Do you like living among humans? Why?

We are secure from predators in the Zoo and we don’t have to look for food. It is an easy life, but
one gets lazy. I would say we are content to be here – among humans.
What do you like doing most?

I love looking visitors in their eyes and scaring them!

Prairie Dog
Prairie dogs are found in western North America from Canada to Mexico. They are very social rodents
that live in huge underground burrows called “towns”. The pile of dirt outside each burrow entrance
enables them to easily find their towns. Underground the tunnels contain separate chambers for
sleeping, rearing young, and eliminating waste.

There was a time when ranchers viewed prairie dogs as pests that competed with their livestock for
food. Today humans know that these animals are an important part of the prairie ecosystem. Their
churning activities aerate the soil to allow for greater water penetration, while their dung improves the
quality of the soil and vegetation.
What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?

Our family lives in the Zoo, but give us more mountains to make holes. We are so numerous and
need to expand.
The walls are so high around us that we can’t climb, but I understand, that is because they don’t want us
to do so.
Do you have the right friends around you?

Yes, we are a large family here.
How do you like your food?
The food is quite good, but we can’t seem to get enough.
Are you healthy? Do you have any pain?

We are well cared for, and we are healthy.
What do you think of humans?
Humans seem to enjoy looking at us, and I think they like us.
Do you like living among humans? Why?

Living among humans? It is convenient to get food on a regular basis. We are safe from
predators here. So I can say for all of us – yes, we like it.
What do you like doing most?
We love to run through the holes, play with friends, and enjoy the admiration of visitors.

Raccoon
You can recognize raccoons by their unique striped face and ringed tail. These animals live in most
climates and some are even found living in towns and cities. Raccoons are curious, clever, cuddlylooking, and solitary creatures and they have the ability to live in a wide variety of habitats while
surviving on a flexible diet. A trash can knocked over in the morning could indicate some of them were
scavenging for food. Raccoons have very nimble fingers and can even twist handles and open doors. Like
thieves many of them have been hunted and killed because of the damage inflicted on crops and
poultry. Certain raccoons have been introduced to other countries because of a demand for their fur.

What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?

I feel content in the Zoo and my place is large with all kinds of things I like around. I enjoy my
hollow tree and all the places I can hide from visitors. It is fun to hide when they try to find me.
Do you have the right friends around you?

I am alone, but I am content. I keep myself busy most of the time.

How do you like your food?
Are you healthy?

My food is excellent and I am healthy.
What do you think of humans?
Do you like living among humans? Why?

Humans would be better if they would leave me alone. However I am grateful for what they do
and have done for me.
What do you like doing most?

What I like most doing? Sleeping in my hollow tree, playing, and hiding from visitors.

Rhinoceros

Rhinoceros’ ancestors came from Africa, and most of them have two horns. There are some rhinos with
only one horn who originates from India. Notice the hump of muscle on his neck and shoulder to hold
up his head that is very heavy, sometimes weighing up to 2,000 pounds.
The rhino is extremely lethargic and nearsighted, although his hearing is excellent.
What can be done to make your life better?

I am happy at the zoo, although perhaps a larger water pool would be nice, summers here are
quite dry.
How do you like your surroundings?

The surroundings are comfortable, but sometimes I wish for fewer visitors especially when they
are loud and throw objects at me because I am not moving. They want to see me walking when I
don’t feel like walking.
Do you have the right friends around you?

Yes, I am living here with an older friend.
How do you like your food?

We receive good food and lot of it. Since we are herbivores we eat a variety of grasses or leaves.
Also we are fed hay and high-fiber biscuits together with carrots and apples.
What do you think of humans?

Our caretakers are friends because they bring us food, and sometimes they come with a water
hose to wet our skin. Then I can roll in the dirt and treat my skin. I enjoy the people who care for
us, but I don’t like the visitors who scream or throw objects trying to make me move.
Do you like living among humans? Why?

I cannot tell how it would be living among humans except those who care for me. Humans keep
to themselves. We are living creatures like them, but of a different nature. If they leave me my
space I am okay with them.
What do you like doing most?

Plunging in a pond and then rolling in the dirt, that feels good!

Saki Monkey

This is a white-faced Saki monkey. Their ancestors came from the tropical rainforests of South America.
His white face tells you that he is a male. Females look different because they have just a small white
stripe on their face between the inner eye and the mouth. Native people called them the “flying
monkeys” because they can jump to great height.
What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?

I don’t like it in the zoo. It is too small, too clean, too boring, and lacks sufficient green. I want
out of here!
How do you like your food?
Are you healthy?
I am still healthy and the only good part here is the food.
What do you think of humans?
Do you like living among humans? Why?

Humans? I don’t care for them at all. They brought me here to stare at and they don’t care about
my feelings or my well-being. And living among them? Not really. I want to go home to the
rainforest.
What do you like doing most?
I dream of climbing trees, joking with friends, and being part of a big family in the rainforest.

Siamang
The ancestors of Siamang came from Malaysia and Indonesia, and they love the rain forests. They also
enjoy swinging through the trees. Because they cannot swim, they avoid water. When Siamangs are on
the ground they walk on two legs like humans, but they choose to sleep in trees. So if you visit them at
the zoo and cannot see them right away, check on the top of the trees.
What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?
We are very happy here, and we have our own little island. Life is easy, we have trees to climb, a little
house, and our toys to enjoy.
Do you have the right friends around you?
We are two. We like each other.
How do you like your food?
Food is tasty and sufficient.
Are you healthy?

Both of us are healthy and feel well.

What do you think of humans?
Some humans are nice while others are boring. Why don’t they talk with us like you do?
Do you like living among humans? Why?

We feel good among our caretakers. They bring us food and provide security. We have
entertainment with the visitors and sometimes we show them our games and toys.
What do you like doing most?
I like it most to do my gym on the cord and chase my friend

Stingray
Stingrays are commonly found in the shallow coastal waters of temperate seas. They spend the majority
of their time inactive, partially buried in sand, often moving only with the sway of the tide. While their
eyes peer out from their dorsal side, their mouths, nostrils, and gill slits are situated on the underbelly.
When they feel inclined to move, most of them swim moving their bodies like a wave, while others flap
their sides like wings. Their tail is also used to maneuver in the water, but primary purpose of the tail is

for protection. The stingrays’ spine can be ominously fashioned with serrated edges and a sharp point.
The underside of the spine may produce venom, which can be fatal to humans, and which can remain
deadly even after a stingray dies. When threatened, their primary reaction is to swim away. Stingrays
do not attack aggressively. However, when they are attacked by predators or in danger, the barbed
stinger in their tails is whipped up in defense.
What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?

In the wintertime life at the zoo is wonderful. There are no predators to worry, food is provided,
and there is entertainment. We are happy! Our surroundings are comfortable and enjoyable.
Do you have the right friends around you?

Yes – we are a contented family. Even the sharks do not bother us.
How do you like your food?

Our food is excellent and plentiful.
Are you healthy?
What do you think of humans?

Humans care for us, play with us, and we learn from each other.
Do you like living among humans? Why?

Yes, we have adapted to living among humans. They recognize our intelligence, and the
communication with them is very good.
What do you like doing most?
Watching people who are fearful at seeing us but relax after watching us play.

Sumatra Tiger
This Tiger originally came from Sumatra the sixth largest island in the world located in Indonesia.
People enjoy looking at them because of their vivid colors, and their unique stripes are essential
camouflage in long grass.
What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?

My surroundings here are pleasant, but my area is not large enough so I am limited to just
strolling around. Running and hunting in the wilderness is what I miss most.
Do you have the right friends around you?

No, I am alone but would greatly enjoy a companion.
How do you like your food?

The food provided by the zoo is satisfactory, but my appetite is not large. My diet here is varied
and includes ground beef mixture with vitamins and minerals, carcasses, and large bones.
Are you healthy? Do you have any pain?

I am quite healthy, although sometimes my eyes hurt, or my stomach aches. Because I am
inactive in this small area, my joints hurt also.

What do you think of humans?
Do you like living among humans? Why?

Mostly I feel indifferent to humans but I am forced to be here. My caretakers do the best they
can. I wouldn’t like to live among humans, especially among visitor-humans, they always stare
at me. The person who cares for me is nice.
What do you like most doing?
Running and hunting in the wilderness.

Tarantula
This is a Desert Tarantula, which are the largest spiders in the world. Tarantulas have two body
segments like all spiders, but they also have very strong jaws with venomous fangs, and their eight legs
are thickly covered with tiny hairs. On their back is a hard exoskeleton and while growing this
exoskeleton is shed several times. To complete this process the tarantula flips over on its back, where
the “old” skeleton opens, and then is pushed off by expanding and contracting their body. When this
shedding is complete the new exoskeleton needs to harden.

Tarantulas live in the desert on the ground, under rocks or logs, or in shed bark of trees. They hunt at
night, preying on insects, other spiders, small lizards, snakes and frogs. A bite from their fangs releases
venom that kills their prey.
What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?

You would think that I might want to return to the desert, but I am happy here. Everything I need
is furnished and food is provided. This is home.
Do you have the right friends around you?

Occasionally I have a friend, but I prefer living alone.
Are you healthy?

Notice my “hair” is full and straight, which indicates I am strong and healthy.
What do you think of humans?

I like humans, although they think being able to change the world with all their inventions and
selfish ideas. The nature of living creatures, humans, and animals as well, cannot be changed; we
will always stay like we are.
Do you like living among humans? Why?

I feel useful living among humans because I can teach them about “nature”, bring them back to
“nature”, and give the kids the idea that animals desire respect too.
What do you like doing most?
What I enjoy most? Reflecting, watching, and eating.

Tessalata Eel
This eel possesses a most attractive design on its body. While a juvenile their black spots form a lattice
pattern. These spots become smaller in adulthood. This species grow to a fairly large length averaging
between 16 and 24 inches. Their appetites are such that they eat everything in their tank that they can
swallow, including all other fish and eels.
What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?

The water in our tank is satisfactory, but there should be more objects and plants in which to
hide. Privacy is important to me and I want to hide when watched.
What do you think of humans?

I really don’t like humans stare at me, it is like they are invading my space.
How do you like your food?
Do you like living among humans? Why?

Humans care for me, provide security and very good food, which I appreciate.
What do you like doing most?
I enjoy swimming when visitors are not here.

Toco Toucan

This species arrived from Guiana, Brazil, and North Argentina, where they lived in the rain forests. Most
of their time is spent in fruiting trees, high up in the canopy of the forest. The toucan’s enormous beak is
thought to be an adaptation enabling them to reach fruits at the end of fine branches that are unable to
support the weight of their bodies. After plucking a fruit, the bird throws back the head while deftly
swallowing the fruit. In addition to fruit, toucans also feed on insects and unguarded bird nestlings.
While sleeping, their bill rests along the back in order to take the weight off their neck. In the wild
toucans live in small flocks of maybe six birds, who search for fruiting trees.
What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?
Living in the Phoenix Zoo is boring.
I think I need some entertainment. There is nothing going on, except with visitors.
Do you have the right friends around you?
I have a few friends, but no one special.
How do you like your food?
Are you healthy?
My food is good and I am strong and healthy.
What do you think of humans?
Do you like living among humans? Why?
Humans can be nice; caretakers care for me and clean my place. Of course, the visitors bring some
entertainment. I accept living among humans. It’s my life.
What do you like doing most?
My favorite occupation is watching people.

Turtles
Turtles spend most of their time in the water. Their feet are different from those of the tortoises; they
have webbed feet that are especially adapted for an aquatic life. Like the bones of humans their shell is
part of the skeleton; they cannot crawl out of it because it is permanently attached to the spine and the

rib cage. The top of the shell is called the carapace and the bottom part is the plastron. It may be
difficult to believe, but turtles can feel pressure and pain through their shells, just as humans can feel
pressure on their fingernails.
Turtles don’t have ears, but they feel vibrations and changes in water pressure, which tells them where
food or a predator might be. They have a well developed sense of smell.
What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?
Do you have the right friends around you?

Here at the zoo we have a lot of fun. We are a sociable group of friends and love our
surroundings.
What do you think of humans?
Do you like living among humans? Why?

We joke and laugh when we see humans standing on the bridge staring down at us. Sometimes
they drop food of objects in the water for us. It is fun living here, there is always something
going on.
What do you like doing most?

Sitting in the sun, on a trunk floating in the water, and, of course, watching visitors.

Vulture
The vulture has a baldhead. There are no feathers on his head because nature provided him a bald
head to allow him to feed on the carcasses of dead animals. Feathers on his head would become
spattered with blood and other fluids, be difficult to keep clean, and be an impediment to
feeding.
What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?

If you want to do something good for me, return my wings. I know you can’t. The surrounding
area would be great but I cannot go there. I am unable to fly, only sit on the ground, and can
barely jump on a lower tree.
Do you have the right friends around you?
There are more of my species and other animals living in the”Savanna”. We are friends insofar as we are
not fighting each other.
How do you like your food?
Are you healthy?

I receive meat every day, which I like. I am healthy, but am only half-a-bird without my wings.

What do you think of humans?

They were brutal to cut my wings and some are obsessed with the ideas they have. They don’t
accept that a bird is born to fly. At least they understand that I like meat, and I am grateful for
that.
Do you like living among humans? Why?

Humans are as different as animals vary in the “Savanna.” I have to adjust to live here.
What do you like doing most?
What I like most doing? FLYING, if I only were able.

Wallaby

The wallaby’s ancestors emerged from Australia and New Guinea, and they belong to the kangaroo
family. The females, called does, have a special pouch in which they can nourish and nurse the young for
several months before letting them out into the world. Sometimes babies are curious and peek their
heads out of the pouch to have a look around. The wallaby lives in a group, or herd, since they are very
social animals.
Did you know a wallaby cannot walk backwards?
What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?
During the week we have a good time at the zoo, but on holidays and weekends there are too many
noisy people milling around us. Our habitat is pleasant; we enjoy it, because there is shade, sunny spots,
rocks, grass, and water.
Do you have the right friends around you?

We are a big family, and we have our differences, same as humans, each day is something new.
How do you like your food?
Are you healthy?

We like our food and are all healthy and strong.
What do you think of humans?
Do you like living among humans? Why?

We are grown accustomed to humans because we live here. They take care of us and bring us our
food. We can’t remember how it was before, we came here and know only this life. Mostly we
enjoy living among humans.
What do you like doing most?
What I like most is playing with my friends.

Warthog
Originally the warthog came from the savanna woodlands and grasslands of Africa. These
animals are said to be quite intelligent and flexible, and they are skillful at adapting to new
threats or environments. They may not look up to it, but they can run away from predators,
reaching a speed of up to 34 miles an hour. They are not reluctant to defend themselves, their
sharp lower canine teeth are used as weapons. What seem to be warts are not really warts, they
are just thick growths of skin. Even though these growths protrude, they do not contain any
bones or cartilage.
What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?
I’m not sure. It seems everything I need is provided and my surroundings are excellent.
Do you have the right friends around you?

Yes, we are a large family.
How do you like your food?

Our food is good, we like it, and there is plenty.
Are you healthy?

I feel fine and my friends do too.

What do you think of humans?

Humans, take care of us, what is nice. That’s all I can say. We do not communicate much.
Do you like living among humans? Why?

It is comfortable to be cared for. I like it.
What do you like doing most?
Walking around, looking for food to eat, and sleeping.

Watusi Cattle
Their ancestors came from Africa. Watusi cattle are easily recognizable by their unusually large horns.
In Africa these animals played an important role in the lives of various African tribes. They provided food
because they were slaughtered by tribes to survive, they were a kind of currency when goods were
traded, and they influenced the tribal status. Those Watusi with the largest and longest horns belonged

to the king and were considered sacred. There is said to be one horn which measured twelve feet from
tip to tip!
The animal’s digestive system has the ability to take in all varieties of food.
What can be done to make your life better?

As cows in the zoo we have everything we want, and our lives are even better because we are no
longer slaughtered to provide food. We have the chance to live in the zoo for a long time.
How do you like your surroundings?

Our surroundings are pleasing.
Do you have the right friends around you?

We share the “Savanna” with other animals who are all our friends and get along very well.
How do you like your food?

What we get at the zoo is good, but our preference would be green grass.
Are you healthy?
What do you think of humans?
Do you like living among humans? Why?

We appreciate humans because they provide us food, take care of us, and give us security from
predators. Living here is enjoyable.
What do you like doing most?
Like the picture, lying on grass, sleeping, or eating grass.

Western Diamond Back Rattlesnake
At the end of the body of the Western Diamond Snake is a rattle. By vibrating the rattle the snake is
warning off animals and predators, what creates a hissing sound. Hunting for prey this animal is
extremely patient. The snake chooses an adequate spot to ambush an animal, waits for hours till one
appears, strikes, and then injects venom in the prey. As a snake does not have real teeth, she has to
swallow the whole prey in one and then digest it in the body.

What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?
I love the Arizona desert! At the zoo I am missing the excitement to hunt myself. Space is limited here,
and there is barely a possibility to hide or to have some privacy from the visitors.

Do you have the right friends around you?

There are few other animals with me. We respect each other.
How do you like your food?

My food is satisfactory, but I am missing the excitement to hunt for it.
Are you healthy? Do you have any pain?

I am feeling well.
What do you think of humans?
Do you like living among humans? Why?

I am not sure. Our caretakers are pleasant, but I cannot stand it when visitors are screaming so
loud that it hurts, or when they are tapping on the glass of my habitat. I would prefer to live in
the desert, hunt my food, and have solitude.
What do you like doing most?
I love the excitement when I am waiting for my prey, but this will probably not happen in the next
future.

Zebra

Zebras are members of the horse family. They have excellent hearing and eyesight and can run at
speeds of up to 35 miles an hour. With their powerful kick they can fight off predators. Nature gave
these animals the stripes as a kind of protection from predators. When zebras are grouped together in
the wild, the stripes make it difficult for a lion or leopard to pick out one zebra to chase. Each zebra has
its unique stripe pattern, like humans have fingerprints.
What can be done to make your life better?
How do you like your surroundings?
We are a very contented here at the zoo. All that zebras need is here.
Do you have the right friends around you?
How do you like your food?

All our members are good friends, as you see, and we share our food, which is very good.
Are you healthy?

When you look at us, you recognize we are strong and healthy.
What do you think of humans?

Humans are doing what they can to care for us, and make our lives comfortable.
Do you like living among humans? Why?

Yes – I can’t think why not. It is nice to get food on a regular basis.
What do you like doing most?
Walking around and playing with my friends.

